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Amendments to the Claimfii; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior vei^ions^ and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of the Claims: 

L (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for billing and payment, comprising: 

transmitting, to a first of a plurality of payoi^, bill information representing a first of a 
plurality of bills from a first of a plurality of billers to the plurality of payors, wherein the first 
bill is associated with the first payor including fii^t infomiatien r o pr o s c ntine a first of the 
plurality of bills of a first of th e plurality - of M lle r s fe -a- fb st- of the plurality of payors ; 

receiving a payment instruction firom the first payor to pay the first bill based on the 
transmitted first biU information; 

determinin g, by a service provider, a credit risk associated with payment of the first bill 
on behalf of the first payor fi-om an account associated with the service provider : 

selectin g, by the service provider, a debit type an account to debit from the group 
consisting of (i) an account associated with the fu^t payor and (ii) the account associated with the 
service provider based upon the determined credit risk, wherein the selection of the debit type 
account is net made independently of the first payor er and the first biller; and 

initiatin g, by a service provider, a payment of the first bill to the first biller based on the 
received payment instruction and the selected debit4ype account . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method recite in claim 1, wherein: 

at least one of the account associated with the first payor and the account associated with 

debiting a deposit account associated with the first payor and (ii) debiting a deposit account 
associated with a service provider . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 1 2, wherein: 


AO 1596485.3 


„2- 


Applicant: Kight et al 
Filed: December 1, 2003 
Application No.: 10/608,548 

if debiting a deposit the account ^sociated with the first payor is selecte d for debiting; , 
the payment is initiated by directing preparation of a negotiable instrument payable to the first 
biller drawn on the d e po s it account associated with the first payor; and 

if debiting a deposit the account associated with the service provider is selecte d for 
debiting, the payment is initiated by one of (i) directing an ACH crediting to a d e posit an account 
associated with the first biller of funds trom the d e po s it account associated with the service 
provider, (ii) directing another type of Remittance Processing System (RPS) crediting to the first 
biller of funds from the deposit account ^sociated with the service provider and (iii) directing 
preparation of a negotiable mstrument payable to the first biller drawn on the deposit account 
associated with the service provider. 

4, (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 3, further comprising; 

if the acco unt assoc iated with the servic e provide r is selected for debiting, obtaining 
funds corresponding to the amount of the payment from a deposit the account associated with the 
first payor. 

5, (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 1 , wherein: 

the received payment instruction has an associated pajroent amount; and 
the credit risk is determined based on a relationship between the payment amount and a 
payment amount threshold associated with aH at least a portion of the plurality of payors, 

6. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 1, wherein: 

the received payment instruction has an ^sociated pajroent amount; and 
the credit risk is determined based on a relationship between the payment amount and a 
payment amount threshold associated with on e of the first payor and the fii^t biller. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 1, wherein: 

the received payment instruction has an associated payment amount; and 
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the credit risk is deteraiined based on a relationship between the payment amoimt plus a 
sum of other payment amounts associated with other payment instructions which have been 
received from the first payor for payments within a time period and a payment amoimt threshold, 

8. (Currently Amended) An integrated billing and payment system, comprising: 

a memory configured to store bill information representing a first of a plurality of bills 
from a first of a plurality of billers to a first of a plurality of payors, wherein the first bill is 
associated with the first payor including first information r e present i ng -a first of the plurality of 
bills of Q first of the plurality of billers for a fir -^ t of - th e -plurality of payors ; and 

a processor configured to direct transmission of the stored fest bill information to the first 
payor, to receive a payment instruction fi:om the first payor to pay the first bill based on the 
transmitted first information, to determine a credit risk associated with payment of the first bill 
on behalf of the first payor from an account of a service provider , to select a debit typ^ m 
account to debit from the grou p consisting of (i) an account associated with the first payor and 
f ii) the account associated with the service provider based upon the determined credit risk, and to 
initiate a pajroent of the first bill to the first biiler based on the received payment instruction and 
the selected account d e bit-type , wherein the selection of the debit type is net made fey 
independently of the first payor er and the first biiler, 

9. (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 8, wherein: 

at least one of the account associated with the first p ayor arid the account associa ted with 
the service provider is a deposit accoun t th e processor is fiirth e r configur e d to select the debit 
type#om a group including (i) debiting a d e posit account as s ociat e d with the - first payor - and - (ii) 
debiting a d e posit ac^oun t-a s s e e i a ta d with a service provider . 

10. (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 8 9, wherein: 

if d e biting of a deposit the account associated witli the first payor is selected for debiting , 
the processor is further configured to initiate the payment by directing preparation of a 
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negotiable instrument payable to the first biller drawn on the deposit a ccount associated with the 
first payor; and 

i f debiting of a deposit the account associated with the service provider is selected for 
debiting, the processor is further configured to initiate the payment by one of (i) directing an 
ACH crediting to a deposit an account associated with the first biller of f\mds from the deposit 
account associated with the service provider, (ii) directing another type of crediting to the first 
biller of funds fi-om the deposit account associated with the service provider, and (iii) directing 
preparation of a negotiable instrument payable to the first biller drawn on the d e posit account 
associated with the service provider. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 10, wherein: 

if-the account associated with the service provider is selected for debiting, the processor 
is further configured to obtain funds corresponding to the amount of the payment from a deposit 
the account associated with the first payor. 

12. (Currently Amend^) The system recited in claim 8, wherein: 

the memory is fiirther configured to store a single payment amount threshold associated 

with all at least a portion of the plurality of payors; 

the received payment instruction has an associated payment amount; and 

the processor is fiarther configured to determine the credit risk based on a relationship 

between the payment amount associated with the received payment instruction and the stored 

single payment amount threshold. 

13. (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 8, wherein; 

the memory is further configured to store a respective payment amount threshold 
associated with e R e -of - (j ) - e ach of the plurality of payors and (ii) each of th e plurality-ofMlaf s 

the first biller ; 

the received payment instruction has an associated payment amount; and 
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the processor is further configured to determine the credit risk based on a relationship 
between the payment amoimt and the stored respective payment amount threshold associated 
with one of the first payor and the first biller. 

14. (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 8, wherein: 

the memory is further configured to store a payment amount tlireshold; 
the received payment instruction has an associated payment amount; and 
the processor is further configured to compute a sum of the payment amount associated 
with the received payment instruction and other payment amounts associated with other received 
payment instructions for other payments wdthin a time period, and to determine the credit risk 
based on a relationship between the computed sum and the stored payment amount threshold. 

15, (Currently Amended) An integrated billing and payment network, comprising: 

a communications network; 

a first station, associated with a service provider, configured to transmit to a first of a 
plurality of payors via the communications network, bill information representing a firg:„of.„a 
plurality of bills of a first of a plurality of billets for the plurality of payors, wherein the first bill 
is associated with the first payor including first information r e pr e s e nting a first of th e plurality of 

bills of a fir s t - ef the plurality of billers for a first of the pluralit>^ of payors ; and 

a second station, associated with the first payor, configured to receive the transmitted fi^sl 
bill information via the communications network^ to present the represented first bill to the first 
payor based on the received first biU information, and to transmit, via the communications 
network, a first payment instruction to pay the presented first bill; 

wherein the first station is further configured to receive the first payment instruction via 
the communications network, to determine a credit risk associated with payment of the first bill 
from an account of a service provider , to select a-d e bit typ e an account to debit from t he group 
consisting: of fi) an account as sociated with the first ^ and (ii) the account associated with the 
service provider based on the determined credit risk, and to initiate payment of the first bill to the 
first biller based on the received payment instruction and the selected debit type, wherein the 
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selection of the debit typ^ account is net made independently of by the first payor aiid the first 
biller, 

16.-20. (Canceled), 

2L (New) The method recited in claim 4, wherein obtaining funds coiTCsponding to the amount 
of the payment includes directing an ACH debit from the account associated with the first payor. 

22. (New) The method recited in claim 5, wherein: 

the credit risk is determined based on a relationship between the payment amount and a 
payment amount threshold associated with one of: (i) the first payor, (ii) at least two of the 
plurality of payors, wherein the at least two payors includes the first payor, and (iii) all of the 

plurality of payors. 

23. (New) The system recited in claim 11, wherein the processor is configured to obtain funds 
corresponding to the amount of the payment by directing an ACH debit fi-om the account 
associated with the first payor, 

24. (New) The system recited in claim 12, wherein the memory is configured to store the single 
payment amount threshold associated with one of (i) the first payor, (ii) at least two of the 
plurality of payors, wherein the at least two payors includes the first payor, and (iii) all of the 
plurality of payors. 

25. (New) The system recited in claim 13, wherein the memory is further configured to store a 
respective payment amount threshold associated with one of (i) each of the plurality of payors 
and (ii) each of the plurality of billers. 

26. (New) The system recited in claim 14, wherein the other received payment instructions for 
other payments with the time period are associated with the first payor. 
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